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strength to fight to the end. After a long period of respite, he
was having a recurrence of epileptic fits. "Isn't this horrible?
I am here in my armchair, my head heavy, my limbs worn
out, incapable of any serious effort; at my side the baby is
crying, and I have not the money to buy medicine at the
pharmacy."
He kept a careful record of his epileptic fits: "Violent
attack"; "Fairly violent attacks"; "Seizure at six in the morn-
ing. . . . Particularly at night, by candlelight, morbid sad-
ness. A red reflection (not a color) on all objects." Another
entry noted: "At three o'clock at night, a terribly violent
attack in the entrance hall. I fell and scratched my forehead.
Without remembering or realizing anything, I brought the
lighted candle intact into the room, I shut the windows, and
only then guessed that I had just had a seizure. I awakened
Anna and told her about it. She cried a great deal when she
saw my face. I tried to calm her, and suddenly I had another
seizure. When I came to, my head ached agonizingly, I could
not speak correctly. Anna spent the night at my side (intense
mystical terror)." In order to relax, he went off to Hamburg.
There he lost all the money he had with him, suffered a
violent epileptic fit in his hotel, fell, and hurt his head. "At
the end of the week the bump was still visible."
He returned to Dresden like a beaten dog. On July 17 he
wrote in his notebook, "I am grappling with the first parts of
the novel and I am in despair. War has been declared. Anna
is very tired. Lubov is nervous and unbearable."
The German armies had invaded France, and the whole
population of Dresden was in commotion. Transportation
facilities were requisitioned by the military authorities. The
mail service was suspended. Newspapers from Berlin could
no longer be had.